
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Everyone,  

I hope you’re all fit and well and getting out and about 

meeting your friends and family.  

I am enjoying getting all the messages in from the WIs 

who are starting to meet again and I look forward to 

seeing as many of you as possible as soon as I can.  

Please read the events list on this bulletin carefully, as 

after meeting with the Board of Trustees and other 

committees last week, you will see that we have 

cancelled several planned events.  I apologise if this 

causes anyone any inconvenience but as a Board of Trustees, we are mindful of giving everyone the best 

possible experience of the WI and handling any finances as carefully as our own.  

I am in the Lake District this week enjoying a break with some of my grandsons and if the rain stays 

away, I’ll be very happy.  

 

Federation Dates for your Diary  

After discussion at the Events and Opportunities committee meeting and the Board 

of Trustees meeting, we have decided to change some future planned events.  We are 

mindful of the Federation’s finances and early in the pandemic we were very keen to 

ensure that as many members as possible had access to some WI events.  However, in recent months with 

better weather and the easing of lockdown restrictions the attendance at these events has fallen sharply.  

We feel that we cannot justify expenditure on speakers at zoom events that are so poorly attended.  So, 

the speakers for the 16th   of September and 21st of October have been cancelled saving the Federation 

£130.00. 

 

In the same vein we have decided that the planned Autumn Council will not take place.  The Autumn 

Council was reinstated a couple of years ago in response to a request from members, however the demand 

for places this year is so low it is not economically viable, although we do recognise that many people are 

‘zoomed out’. 

 

If you had planned to enter the competition – don’t despair the competition will take place for the Spring 

Council next year (so keep your entry somewhere safe). 
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The Federation Quiz on 23rd September has been withdrawn at this time.  As WI’s have not established a 

regular meeting routine, we are finding that events that have costs attached make it difficult for members 

to pay when they are not paying via their own WI.  We also understand that often you want to confer with 

your friends as to whether they are attending or not.  All being well the Quiz will be re-arranged in the 

New Year. 

 

The Christmas Craft Day will still go ahead as we have viable numbers, there are a few places left.   

 

You still have time book your Panto tickets which we are getting at a discounted rate (includes an ice 

cream).  Remember this is a friends and family event – bring the grandkids, the old kids and your 

neighbours.  The Customs House Panto is the best there is!  

 

I do hope you understand that these changes have been made with members best interests in mind.  

Date & Time Event ID/ Password  

Wednesday 18th 

August 2021 

10.30am  

Washington Riverside Walk – The route is 6.18 mile 

stroll along the river over the golf course with Penshaw 

monument in the distance.  Meet at 10.30am at the 

Biddick Pub car park. 

(We will be walking in 

line with government 

guidelines) Free 

Thursday 16th 

September 2021 

7pm 

The Plague Doctor exiled Geordie, living in the glorious 

Peak District…. and with a very entertaining and 

different story to tell. 

CANCELLED  

 

Thursday 16th 

September 2021  

WI Day – There will be a ‘drop in’ at the office from 12 

noon – 6pm.   

There is no charge for this event but attendees are asked 

to contribute new, unused toiletries and sanitary 

products, which will be donated to a women’s refuge 

after the event.  In return you will be offered a drink 

(non-alcoholic), cake and biscuits 

Free  

Thursday 23rd 

September 7pm 

Annual Federation Quiz - We have booked the bar 

area of Boldon Community Centre for our annual 

Federation quiz.  Add the date to your diary – there will 

be more details in the next bulletin but have a think 

about taking part – it’s always a good night. 

CANCELLED  

 

 

 

 

£6.00per person 



 

 

Thursday 

October 21st 6.45 

 

 

 

 

Autumn Council – with a special speaker for Halloween 

- Adrian Perkins. please register with the office 

beforehand as places are limited. There is also a 

Competition and all the entries will be shown in the 

meeting along with the results.   Ring the office for 

further details. CANCELLED  

Issued once 

requested Free 

These spaces are 

going fast so book as 

soon as possible. 

  

Saturday 

November 6th  

10 - 4 

Christmas Craft Day – make a variety of Christmas 

crafts in the office, bring your lunch, all materials are 

supplied and take some wonderful decorations home.  

£10.00 per person  

Payable through the 

office  

Friday November 

26th 

6.30 

PANTO at the Customs House, South Shields Rapunzel 

– Bring your family and friends.  Closing date end of 

August 2021.  Order your ticket directly from the 

Federation office. All bookings to accompanied with 

name, contact number/email address, number of tickets 

required and the full cost of the tickets.   

£16.00 per ticket 

including ice cream  

  

***NEW - Online payments*** - As more and more people do not have cheque 

books and collection of money via WI’s has not been possible for over a year, we are 

please to now accept BACS payment.  This is a great, quick way to pay for events and 

other things, however it is crucial that these payments are made in a way that accounts can be properly 

kept and there is no doubt who has paid for what. When you do a BCAS payment 

You MUST  

• First check with the office if there is availability for the event/item 

You MUST (in the reference box) 

• Give your name and State what the money is for e.g., Panto x 2 for 2 tickets. 

Then you MUST  

• Follow it up with an email to the office (twsfwi@btconnect.com) stating your name, the date paid 

and what you paid for - a screenshot of the payment would be ideal.  It is extremely important 

that this information is given, if we don’t have it there is no guarantee that a place/ticket can be 

given. 

Please realise it won’t be just you that is paying and we can’t guess at what is being paid so please conform 

with the procedure. For example, we might have 100 members paying for tickets for the pantomime and 

this will be very difficult to categorise if no one has referenced their payment correctly.     

Our bank details are  

Sort Code   30-98-34 

Account Code  02883462  

Name of Bank  Lloyds Bank  

Address  Fawcett Street, Sunderland 



 

 

 

Read and Rhyme. There are many reasons to read, it is a way to escape your own life and 

can take you to faraway lands and put you in other people's shoes, it keeps your brain healthy 

and reduces stress. It helps you sleep better and sets a great example to your children, 

grandkids and other members of your family – have a look at these recommended books and have a go.  

We have several WI related books in the office, we will be developing a list to circulate and these will be 

available to anyone on a loan basis.   

 

 



 

 

 

 

Some lovely ideas with fresh produce, enjoy the bounty that’s available to 

us.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

  



 

Federation WI News  

On behalf of all the members of the Federation and her fellow Board 

members, I would like to wish Maureen Johnstone, a long and healthy 

retirement.  Maureen has worked as a nurse for 44 years and has been at 

the same practice for 17. She was appreciated by both staff and patients 

and will be a great miss.    

 

Huge congratulations Maureen – Well done! 

 

 

 

WI Day – Thursday 16th September 2021  

16th of September is the WI’s birthday and you will see a 

lot of coverage by National of the birthday week.  The Board 

of Trustees would like to celebrate WI day with yourselves 

and by making a positive contribution to the community. 

On Thursday 16th September the Board are holding a ‘drop in’ at the office from 12 noon – 6pm.  We 

are inviting you to drop in for a chat and a catchup, you may have queries or want to share something 

with us and we would love to see you all!  There is no charge for this event but attendees are asked to 

contribute new, unused toiletries and sanitary products, which will be donated to a women’s refuge 

after the event.  In return you will be offered a drink (non-alcoholic), cake and biscuits. 

Everyone is welcome, it’s not essential but would be helpful if you are coming to call the office, drop us 

an email or drop us a message on Facebook to ensure we have plenty of cake. Feel free to bring a friend 

we would love to meet them too. 

 

Pride is normally celebrated in the month of June when the Stonewall riots 

took place.  These were important protests around the world in 1969 in the US, 

that changed gay rights for a lot of people in America and around the world.  Pride is a celebration of 

people coming together in love and friendship to show how far LGBTQ+ rights have come and how in 

some places there’s still work to be done.  (+ is an inclusive symbol to mean ‘and others’ to include 

people of all identities). It is about acceptance, equality, celebrating the work and education of LGBTQ 

+ and raising awareness of issues affecting this community.   

 

 

 

 



 

 

We celebrated with a Pride in the Park Picnic on Saturday 7th August, where we had a few laughs, 

meaningful discussions, and spread the word about the WI amongst people in the park.  We were 

dressed in rainbow colours reflecting the diversity and the unity of the LGBTQ community, although 

by time the photo was taken, the cold had got the better of most of us.  Joanne even had rainbow eye 

shadow on !!!  Thankyou to everyone who came to help us on the day.  

 

 

 

 

Hylton WI – celebrates being 100 years at last !!! 

Hylton WI was founded on January 25, 1921 in a society which was pulling itself back together after the 

Great War, which later became known as the First World War.  The Sunderland branch was born 

against a maelstrom of world events that we can now look back on and see their impact on the world 

today.  Women were finding their voice and not being prepared to give back the progress they’d made 

during the war. The world was changing rapidly and the women of Hylton were part of that change 

The branch began when the ladies of the village met to sew for the forces serving during the First World 

War.  The WI soon developed into a force to be reckoned with. The branch had a very active drama 

group and choir.  It campaigned in the 1960s for better street cleaning and more recently, it has 

supported worthy causes such as local food banks and the Donnison School Heritage and Education 

Centre.  Here are some of today’s members celebrating at the Causey Inn, eventually due to Covid, 

where they had a fantastic meal.  Everyone received a small gift as a lovely keepsake.  

 

 

   



 

 

 

Old Penshaw WI met up this week for the first time since last February!  

We didn't have a speaker as they all had so much catching up to do,  

they had a lovely social evening with a quick quiz,  They were all 

delighted to see so many of their members back together again!  

 

Great British Garden 

Party – have a read of this 

article and perhaps have your 

own Garden Party – It’s a 

very worthwhile cause.   

What could be simpler for us – Bake some cakes and 

have coffee !!!  

Send your pictures in for us to share with other 

members.  

 

 

Press Ctrl and click on the link below to register  

Mary Berry launches this year’s Great British Garden Party - National Garden Scheme (ngs.org.uk) 

https://ngs.org.uk/mary-berry-launches-this-years-great-british-garden-party/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

I’ve always been a bit dismissive of “video games” but a few weeks ago I got two of my grandsons to 

teach me the ones they were playing, we had such a fun afternoon competing against each other. 

There are a number of benefits to be gained from playing games on your computer, phone or tablet 

device. This article gives us more information.  

 

 

 

 



 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Remember to encourage women to join us, the new Boldon WI will be meeting on Tuesday 21st 

September so please pass the message onto other women you know.  There has never been a better 

time to join the WI. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Best Wishes  

Margaret Carter - Chairman - Tyne and Wear South Fed of WI’s  

Office number 0191 5845814  

Home 0191 4165269,  

Mobile 07718 231984  

Email macarter1@hotmail.co.uktwsfwi@btconnect.com      
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