
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Everyone 

I hope you are all well and safe.  Here we are within week 20 of our news bulletin and it seems like we 

have settled into the new normal.  Our lives are quite different to what they were a few months ago 

and it seems we must stay this way for a while longer.  I am heartened to see the efforts that many of 

our WI’s are making to keep in touch with their members.   

The Board of Trustees are tentatively making arrangements to move back to the office as Perth Green 

is reopening this week.  In order to keep everyone safe, the office will not be open to members until 

further notice.  Joanne continues to have the phone re-directed to her mobile and of course we are 

always reachable by Email and via Facebook.  On return to the office, hours will change to 9 – 4.30 

on Tuesdays and Wednesday’s, this means Joanne is working the same number of hours but her 

exposure to the risk of infection is restricted to two days.  From the beginning of September these 

news bulletins will continue on a fortnightly basis which will free up some time for Joanne and myself 

to work on some other Federation work. 

I am taking a little break this week and we have taken up residence in a 

little cottage in Grasmere in the Lake District with 2 of our grandsons.  So 

far, we have taken a couple of walks and I have played in goal for the boy’s 

football.  The cottage has a huge back garden and they are learning to play 

cricket with their Grandad.  There are obviously places that are very busy 

but we are able to keep our distance and only choosing to go to places 

when we know it will be quiet. 

My photo last week has inspired some of you to go and have a hunt through old 

photographs.  I love looking at the fashions and haircuts from when I was younger.  

Lynda Alexander from Washington Station sent us this picture taken a while ago, 

sitting on Elvis’s Harley Davison in Memphis. She’s hoping 

to go back in 2022. Let’s hope things are more like normal 

by them. 

There’s no show without Punch – here’s are very own Joanne sporting a lovely 

haircut, a boy’s tee-shirt but wearing a brilliant smile.  She thinks her Mam cut 

her hair when she was looking down to read a book hence why it is very short. 

Look out for a competition soon to see if you guess who’s who?  but in the meantime, carry on sending 

your old pictures in. 
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Congratulations to Elaine Wright, our 

Federation Vice Chairman, President of 

Washington Station and her husband Steve who 

celebrate their Sapphire Wedding Anniversary this 

week, here’s to the next 45! What a beautiful 

picture of them. 

 

 

What have you been upto this week? 

This photo shows some tabards for an African baby charity.  There were 

made by Molly Godderidge, Washington Station WI member and her 

friends, some who live in other parts of the country.  An excellent effort 

ladies – well done!  

Sisters of Shields WI had a sip and paint session 

by Zoom with the Tiddly Painter. 19 members 

joined in and they had great fun and all produced works of Art. Well done 

everyone we will look forward to your first exhibition.  

 

 

Things to do in the next few weeks  

As it looks unlikely that many of our WI’s will be restarting in the near future, if your WI is having a 

zoom event or any other event, and you have capacity why not invite other Federation members to 

attend?  Just share the invitation via the Federation, email or Facebook.  I am sure that many will 

appreciate it. 

Do you like reading?  

Did you know that you can join Gateshead Library free and online, even if you don't live in Gateshead? 

Go on, join today!  

This month's book club book is The Art of Dying by Ambrose Parry, and is available via Borrow Box, 

Gateshead's digital collection which gives 24-hour access to both e-books and audio books 

COMPLETELY FREE! These download to your phone, tablet or laptop. They don't download to 

Kindle.  

https://www.gateshead.gov.uk/article/10240/Join-the-library 
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The pandemic has given a new dimension to the work of the Federation Board of Trustees and 

Committees.  We are currently have: The Board of Trustees, the Events and Opportunities Committee 

and the Membership and Current Affairs Committee.  The Committees were reconstructed at the 

beginning of this year at the Trustees strategic planning day when we planned out a whole years’ worth 

of activities, events and strategic development covering all aspects of the WI and our Federation – we 

didn’t plan the pandemic and as a result many of our plans were cancelled or halted. 

Over the past 6 month we have had to develop a whole new normal and our world will never be quite 

the same again but our resolve to take our Federation forward is as strong as it ever was. 

Could you contribute to our Federation Team? 

We are looking for positive proactive women to be co-opted onto the Board of Trustees and to both of 

our Committees.  Everyone has something to contribute whether your interest or experience is in arts, 

crafts, cooking, management finance, culture or sport we would love you to join us.  Please contact me 

if you would like to join us or if you would like to chat about the opportunities.  Don’t assume you have 

to have been a member for a long time.  Give me a ring on 07718 231984, drop me an email 

macarter1@hotmail.co.uk or message me on Facebook.  This is a chance to make even more friends 

in the WI, your skills are valuable, we need you. 

Puzzle – Following on with the 

theme of gemstones - see how 

many more gemstones you can find 

in this puzzle!  
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Read and Rhyme –  

 Another three excellent books for you to read this week – enjoy ! 

 

 

McCreight is a master at building the psychological tensions as 

lawyer Lizzie is embroiled in the case of her old friend, Zach who 

is accused of murdering his wife.  As Lizzies journey to the truth gets darker, its clear 

something isn’t write right with his story.  Its chilling and well paced. 

 

 This is Laura Southgate’s debut novel and relatable to all.  It 

follows 17 year old Erica pull towards adulthood and the turmoil of emotion.  Danny 

is 42 and has  charming presence that attracts everyone around him.  A tale of sexual 

desire and the human capacity for healing and growth. 

 

Opening up a craft shop in the picturesque harbour town, 

Kates mind is captured by a 60 – year old love story told via 

beautiful paintings and embroideries.  It is clear her shop 

has a mysterious history and when Jack, owner of the local shop offers 

to help they discover the share similarities with Clara and Arty from the 1950’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Post Bag –  

“Thank you. Really enjoyed the news bulletin. Look forward to it more than good 

housekeeping!! Helps us all keep connected 👏👏👏” Shirley Raad Bowes Belles  

“Thank you for the updates and information it really does make me feel connected”. Gill Graham 

Washington Station. 

Remember the ongoing things we are currently undertaking – please let us know if you wish to be 

involved with of them  

• ‘Pen pal Scheme’ linking members from different WI’s, letters could be either by traditional 

means or e-mail. 

• Boomers to Zoomers - As the weeks have gone by, we have found that we are depending more 

and more on digital methods of keeping in touch with each other.  As a Federation we want to 

help anyone who needs a hand to become more proficient.  We have asked if anyone needs 

group or one to one training on Facebook and Zoom. 

• Craft Boxes – Some WI’s have agreed to do craft boxes each month - All to share ideas for 

craft boxes with the office 

• 100 club  

• Offer to hold a ‘show’ to show our lockdown crafts – this will probably take place once we get 

back to normal but it has given some members something to focus on. 

 It’s a few weeks since we have had a chocolate recipe and this is a 

corker!  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christmas Corner – make an early start on Christmas Cards – if you need this pattern 

printed out larger please contact Joanne and she can pop one in the post. 

    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

   Join Denman Meetings – these are coming up…….  

 

Quite a short but sweet bulletin this week, remember to send all your pictures and stories for next 

week. 

Thank you for reading. 

Margaret Carter - Chairman - Tyne and Wear South Fed of WI’s 

Office number and email 0191 5845814 twsfwi@btconnect.com 

Margaret Carter 0191 4165269, 07718 231984 

macarter1@hotmail.co.uk 
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